STACEY BRAN, Graduate Student, George Washington University, Masters of Fine Arts – Interior Design Program
sbran@gwu.edu

GRADUATE THESIS PROJECT

“Bringing the Mind into a Space of Conflict Resolution: Designing a Conference Center for Mediation”

Thank you for participating in this survey and assisting my research for my graduate thesis project.  My thesis focuses on how interior design can benefit mediation sessions.  Please answer all questions from the mediator’s point-of-view.  All surveys will be anonymous and confidential, unless you choose to have your name included (see bottom of page).  Thank you very much!

1) Do you consider/observe the following interior design elements within the mediation room?






 Yes
        No   
 ___  Level of Importance (10 = most important)
Color




       
              ___
Fabric/Finishes



       
              ___
Furniture (style and shape of)

       
              ___
Shape of Room



       
              ___
Shape of Table



       
              ___
Lighting




       
              ___

Temperature Control


       
              ___
Views/Windows



       
              ___
2) Have you ever actively sought to alter something in the room (i.e. table position/shape, lighting and temperature control, opening/closing window blinds)?  If so, what did you alter and why?

3) In terms of the reception area/pre-mediation waiting area for clients, what does the space look like?  Is there seating?  Is the seating grouped together, or in a linear fashion (flat against the wall)?

4) Do you keep parties separated before starting the mediation session?  If so, where and why?
5) Do you provide food and drink before and during the mediation?

6) Are the caucus rooms adjacent to the mediation room or down a hallway?  Are you concerned about sound-proofing in caucus rooms, in terms of confidentiality?

7) What colors do you prefer for a mediation room?  Why?

8) Do you have artwork on the walls in the mediation room?  If so, what types of artwork (landscapes, seascapes, portraits, abstract, etc.)?  Other artwork (mobiles, sculpture, water features)?

9) In the entrance space and mediation rooms, would you prefer a traditional, corporate office setting (i.e. law firm) or a more comfortable, residential environment (i.e. living room)?
10) Do you feel that a poorly designed, uncomfortable space can affect clients psychologically and put them in a less cooperative and focused mood?
Name (Optional): __________________________________

